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Town of Haddam 

BOARD OF FINANCE 

Regular Meeting 

Town Office Building Annex 

Monday, February 17, 2015 

MINUTES  

Approved as Printed at the March 9, 2015 Regular Meeting 

 

In attendance: Chairman Joseph Centofanti, Vice Chairman Harlan 

Fredericksen, Members: John Bosco, Marjorie DeBold, and John Tabak, 

Alternates: Cheryl Haase and Joanne Nesti 

Not in Attendance: Member David Kapitulik and Alternate James Bucko 

Staff in Attendance: Georgia Emanuel, Financial Coordinator and Barbara 

Galloway, Recording Secretary 

First Selectman Melissa Schlag was also in attendance. 

 

Chairman Centofanti called the Meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

1. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

2. Seating of Alternates  

Vice Chairman Fredericksen made the Motion seconded by Ms. DeBold to 

seat Ms. Nesti for Mr. Kapitulik.  The Motion was approved unanimously. 

 

3. Correction/Approval of the Minutes of the January 12, 2015 Regular 

Meeting 

Chairman Centofanti noted two changes that should be made to the 

January 12, 2015 unapproved Minutes: a phrase to be omitted on page 2 

and a word to be omitted on page 4.   

Ms. DeBold made the Motion seconded by Vice Chairman Fredericksen to 

approve the January 12, 2015 Minutes as amended.  The Motion was 

approved unanimously. 

 

4. Public Communications: 

a. Communications to the Board of Finance 

No written communications were presented to the Board for attention. 

b. Public Input/Comments 

At this time, there were no questions or comments from the one resident 

who was present. 

 

5. Presentation of the proposed 2015-2016 Budget by the Board of 

Selectmen 

First Selectman Schlag distributed the 2015-2016 proposed Budget notebooks 

to each Board Member.  Also distributed was backup information for several 

budgets to be added to the notebooks.  First Selectman Schlag reviewed the 

individual budget pages, pointing out notable changes to the budgets from 

the previous year (2014-’15) and also noted that a few departments’ 

proposed budgets were not yet complete; these budgets had either not yet 
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been included in the notebooks or information on the included budget 

pages of the specific budgets would later be amended during the 

deliberations process.  First Selectman Schlag also pointed out one or two 

department budgets that would be omitted after this year, as they had been 

unfunded for at least three years.  She also informed the Board that the Board 

of Selectmen had included in this Budget several new budget requests for 

departments/agencies that that board believes deal with interests/activities 

of special importance to the Town.  Board Members asked questions and 

requested clarifications during this review process.  First Selectman Schlag 

informed the Board Members that she would also be forwarding further 

information and documentation re: some departments/agencies for Board 

Members to review and consider during the Budget deliberations. 

 

6. Budget meetings with departments/agencies 

a. Discussion regarding departments/agencies that the Board would like 

invited to a budget meeting 

Chairman Centofanti suggested that Board Members consider which 

departments/agencies should be invited to meet with the Board during 

the Budget process.  Chairman Centofanti asked the Members to be 

prepared to give him a list of these departments/agencies at the March 2 

Budget Meeting. 

 

b. Requests from departments/agencies to address the Board at a 

budget meeting  

Chairman Centofanti informed staff that any departments/agencies that 

express interest in presenting information to/speaking with the Board 

about their budgets should be directed to contact Chairman Centofanti 

in writing to request an appointment with the Board. 

 

7. Review of 2014-2015 financial status reports 

The Board Members reviewed and discussed portions of the updated 

financial statements [“Adjustments to Budgeted Expenditures – General Fund, 

July 2014 to June 2015”, dated 02/17/2015 and “Adjustments to Budgeted 

Expenditures –Capital Non-Recurring, July 2014 to June 2015”, dated 

02/17/2015] that had been distributed to the Board Members at the 

beginning of the Meeting.   

 

It was noted that several Public Works budgets are in danger of or are 

already running over budget, and will finish much further in the red before the 

end of the winter season, due to the especially snowy and cold weather the 

town has been experiencing.  It was understood amongst the Board 

Members that, as has been the practice, spending within the Public Works 

budgets related to winter storm issues would continue as it is necessary 

through the conclusion of the winter season.  Any overspent lines would then 

be addressed by this Board prior to the end of the fiscal year. 

 

Also briefly discussed was the recent grant awarded to the Town Jail 

Committee for continued renovation/preservation work needed at the Jail 
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building.  Ideas were offered for the best way to record and track this grant 

funding. 

 

8. Selectmen’s Requests 

There were no selectmen’s requests presented to the Board for its attention. 

 

9. Old Business 

a. Discussion of recommendations received from the 2013-2014 Audit 

The Board Members agreed that they would like to meet with the Audit 

firm representatives, as had been tentatively scheduled for the March 9th 

Regular Meeting.  Therefore, the discussion of the newly distributed 

Recommendations portion of the Audit as well as any 

questions/comments re: other aspects of the Audit were tabled until that 

Meeting. 

 

10. New Business 

a. Introduction/Discussion of any Town activities/matters 

The timetable for the upcoming Revaluation process was discussed briefly.  

b. Other issues 

First Selectman Schlag noted that the joint meeting to be held by the RSD 

#17 Board of Education with the Boards of Selectmen and Finance for 

Haddam and Killingworth has been scheduled for March 12, 2015 at 7:00 

PM.  There will be more discussion and preparation for this meeting at the 

March 2nd Budget Meeting and/or the March 9 Regular Meeting.  No 

other new Town issues were introduced or discussed. 

 

11. Public Comment 

Resident Ed Schwing urged the Board to carefully review the backup 

information included with the budgets in order to most fairly allot Town 

funding to those departments/agencies that really need it to function.  He 

also expressed concern about the Town funding large amounts to groups not 

controlled by or under any authority of the Town. 

 

12. Adjournment 

Vice Chairman Fredericksen made the Motion seconded by Mr. Tabak to 

adjourn the Meeting.  The Motion was approved unanimously.  The Meeting 

adjourned at 8:30 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Barbara D. Galloway 

Recording Secretary 


