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Town Of Haddam 

BOARD OF FINANCE 

Regular Meeting 

Town Office Building Annex 

Monday, April 21, 2014 

MINUTES  

Approved as Printed at the June 9, 2014 Regular Meeting 

 

In attendance: Chairman David Kapitulik, Vice Chairman Harlan 

Fredericksen, Members: John Bosco, Joseph Centofanti, Marjorie DeBold, and 

John Tabak and Alternates: Cheryl Haase and Joanne Nesti 

Not in Attendance: All present 

Staff in Attendance: Georgia Emanuel, Financial Coordinator and Barbara 

Galloway, Recording Secretary 

First Selectman Melissa Schlag was also in attendance. 

 

Chairman Kapitulik called the Meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Seating of Alternates 

Vice Chairman Fredericksen made the Motion seconded by Mr. Tabak to 

seat Ms. Haase for Mr. Centofanti.  The Motion was approved by Vice 

Chairman Fredericksen, Mr. Bosco, Mr. Centofanti, Ms. DeBold, and Mr. 

Tabak.  There were no votes against.  Chairman Kapitulik, as Chairman, 

abstained from voting.  The Motion was approved. 

Note: Upon Mr. Centofanti’s arrival shortly thereafter, he was 

automatically reseated as a voting Board Member. 

 

1A. Public Input 

No member of the public present offered any questions or comments at 

the beginning of the Meeting. 

 

1. Correction/Approval of the Minutes of the April 14, 2014 Regular Meeting 

Chairman Kapitulik suggested that the Board table until the next Meeting 

any discussion and approval of the April 14, 2014 Minutes that had only 

been received the day before.  The Board Members concurred.   

 

2. Old Business 

A. Discussions and Deliberations of the proposed 2014-2015 Budget  

i. 2014-2015 budget presentations by/discussions with 

representatives of scheduled Departments/Agencies 

a. Haddam Park & Recreation - 6:30 PM – (revisit previously 

approved budget) 

[Attorney] William Bowles appeared as a representative of 

the Haddam Park & Recreation Commission to discuss the 

pay telephone that had until recently been available for 

public use at the Great Hills ball fields on Jail Hill Road.  
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Attorney Bowles informed the Board that the Board of 

Selectmen had had the pay telephone removed from the 

site without prior notification to the agency.  Attorney Bowles 

also stated that the pay telephone line had been omitted 

from the Board of Selectmen proposed 2014-2015 budget for 

that agency and the agency would like the telephone line 

returned to its budget.  Attorney Bowles reminded the Board 

that as a result of poor/undependable cell phone reception 

at the site since the opening of the field 7 or 8 years before, 

the pay telephone had been a fixture there; the absence of 

the pay telephone there could become a Town/agency 

liability for that reason.  Attorney Bowles said that the 

agency’s main concern is that small children, when playing 

at the site while organized games are not being played, will 

have no way to call for emergency assistance if it should 

become necessary and there are no adults or any usable 

cell phones available on site.  There was a brief discussion 

and posed questions were answered.   

 

First Selectman Schlag told the Board that the Board of 

Selectmen’s research does not support maintaining this pay 

telephone, which, she noted, was not operational when she 

tried to use it prior to its recent removal from the site.  First 

Selectman Schlag stated that the Board of Selectmen 

determined that the pay telephone no longer serves a 

purpose and that it is an unnecessary expense to the Town 

when so many people carry cell phones.  First Selectman 

Schlag stated that, in light of this decision, the Board of 

Selectmen has determined that it would not authorize 

continued payment for this item. 

 

ii. Deliberations/Approval of remaining individual 

Department/Agency and other budgets within the proposed 

2014-2015 Budget 

503 Haddam Park & Recreation - Revisit 

After a brief discussion, the Board decided to leave the 503 

Haddam Park & Recreation budget as it was approved at the 

March 24, 2014 Budget Meeting with the Board of Selectmen 

proposal of a total of $63,600.  This decision is with the 

understanding that if there is a substantial interest by taxpayers 

in favor of restoring the funding to this budget during the May 7 

Public Hearing, the Board will revisit funding within this budget at 

its May Regular Meeting. 

 

Debt Service – Fund #26  

It was agreed that sufficient funding to address the first year of 

costs should be included in Debt Service [Fund #26] to allow for 

the initial steps of acquisition of a roll-off truck, should this truck 
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be approved in the budget.  A new line titled “Roll-Off Truck” 

was funded with $27,000 that was added to the budget total 

proposed by the Board of Selectmen.   

Ms. DeBold made the Motion seconded by Mr. Bosco to 

approve the Debt Service – Fund #26 budget (from the Board of 

Selectmen proposed $257,786) with a total of $284,786.  The 

Motion was approved by Vice Chairman Fredericksen, Mr. 

Bosco, Mr. Centofanti, Ms. DeBold, and Mr. Tabak.  There were 

no votes against.  Chairman Kapitulik, as Chairman, abstained 

from voting.  The Motion was approved. 

 

Revenue  

Revenue was discussed briefly.  Ms. Emanuel told the Board she 

would have the proposed figures for revenue prepared prior to 

the May 7 Public Hearing.   

 

Capital Improvement Plan expiring line items 

It was noted that any items within the Capital Improvement 

Plan that were previously funded, but are about to expire must 

be identified so that they can be reallocated in the Capital 

Plan or returned to the General Fund at the close of the fiscal 

year.  Ms. Emanuel told the Board Members that she would 

have these figures available to them as soon as possible. 

 

The remaining unapproved and/or revisited department 

budgets, 095 Insurances and 800 Contingency, were discussed 

and approved following the Executive Session called to discuss 

payroll issues [please see “April 21, 2014 Board of Finance 

Meeting Minutes Continued Post- Executive Session”, attached]. 

 

iii. Discussion/Acceptance of the Suspense List introduced at and 

tabled at the April 14 Meeting for Board clarification of specific 

information with the Tax Collector 

 Mr. Centofanti had not been able to communicate with Tax 

Collector Kristin Battistoni regarding the inclusion of real estate 

property on the Suspense List she presented, as she was out of 

town the previous week.  The Suspense List discussion and 

approval was tabled until the next Meeting to allow Mr. 

Centofanti time to obtain the information. 

 

3. New Business 

A. Introduction/Discussion of any other new town issues relative to the 

2013-2014 Budget 

The Board Members did not introduce or discuss any new issues re: 

the current 2013-2014 Budget.  

B. Introduction/Discussion of any other new town issues relative to the 

2014-2015 Budget  
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The Board Members did not introduce or discuss any new issues re: 

the 2014-2015 Budget.  There was brief discussion of union 

negotiations.  It was agreed that this item should be discussed in 

Executive Session toward the end of the Meeting. 

 

3. Public Comment – Late in Meeting 

Resident Ed Munster expressed concern about possible liability issues that 

could arise with the removal of the established pay telephone from the 

Great Hills ball fields’ site.  Ed Schwing wanted to be sure the Board 

followed proper FOI procedure in calling the previously 

discussed/planned Executive Session. 

 

4. Executive Session 

When Ms. DeBold volunteered, Chairman Kapitulik appointed Ms. DeBold 

as Acting Board Secretary for the purpose of recording important details 

re: adjournment of the Executive Session and any votes taken after the 

return to the Regular Meeting this evening.  He noted that an ongoing 

Board Secretary to replace Ms. Silvestrini will be elected at a later 

Meeting. 

 

Vice Chairman Fredericksen made the Motion seconded by Ms. DeBold to 

modify the April 21, 2014 Meeting Agenda to add an Executive Session 

regarding union negotiation strategy.  The Motion was approved by Vice 

Chairman Fredericksen, Mr. Bosco, Mr. Centofanti, Ms. DeBold, and Mr. 

Tabak.  There were no votes against.  Chairman Kapitulik, as Chairman, 

abstained from voting.  The Motion was approved. 

 

Vice Chairman Fredericksen made the Motion seconded by Mr. Tabak to 

recess the Regular Meeting and enter into Executive Session for the 

purpose of discussing union negotiations strategy, and to invite First 

Selectman Schlag to join them.  The Motion was approved by Vice 

Chairman Fredericksen, Mr. Bosco, Mr. Centofanti, Ms. DeBold, and Mr. 

Tabak.  There were no votes against.  Chairman Kapitulik, as Chairman, 

abstained from voting.  The Motion was approved. 

 

5. Adjournment 

The Regular Meeting was recessed at 7:45 PM.   

The room was cleared of all spectators and staff except the Board of 

Finance Members and First Selectman Schlag, who was invited to attend 

the Executive Session that followed. 

 

[Please see ”Board of Finance April 21, 2014 Budget Review Meeting – 

Continued Post-Executive Session” for the resumption and continuance 

content and final adjournment, of the Regular Meeting following the 

Executive Session]. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara D. Galloway 


