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Town Of Haddam 

BOARD OF FINANCE 

Regular Meeting 

Town Office Building Annex 

Monday, May 11, 2015 

MINUTES  

Approved as Amended at the June 8, 2015 Regular Meeting 

 

In attendance: Chairman Joseph Centofanti, Vice Chairman Harlan 

Fredericksen; Members: John Bosco, Marjorie DeBold, David Kapitulik, and 

John Tabak; Alternates James Bucko, Cheryl Haase, and Joanne Nesti 

All Members were present 

Staff in Attendance: Barbara Galloway, Recording Secretary 

 

Chairman Centofanti called the Meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
 

1. The Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

2. Seating of Alternates  

All of the Regular Members were present; therefore, none of the three 

Alternate Members, also present, were seated. 

 

3. Correction/Approval of the April 13, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes  

Chairman Centofanti noted that the Minutes from the May 6, 2015 Post Public 

Hearing Board of Finance Budget Meeting had now also been distributed.  

He asked the Board Members for a Motion to allow for the addition of the 

correction/approval of the May 6 Budget Meeting Minutes on tonight’s 

Agenda. 

Vice Chairman Fredericksen made the Motion seconded by Mr. Kapitulik to 

amend the Agenda to include the review/correction and approval of the 

Minutes from the May 6, 2015 Budget Meeting.  The Motion was approved 

unanimously. 

 

April 13, 2015 Regular Meeting – Ms. DeBold made the Motion seconded by 

Mr. Kapitulik to approve as printed the Minutes of the April 13, 2015 Regular 

Meeting.  The Motion was approved unanimously. 

 

May 6, 2015 – Vice Chairman Fredericksen made the Motion seconded by 

Mr. Tabak to approve as printed the Minutes of the May 6, 2015 Budget 

Meeting.  The Motion was approved by Chairman Centofanti, Vice Chairman 

Fredericksen, Ms. DeBold, Mr. Kapitulik and Mr. Tabak.  There were no votes 

against.  Mr. Bosco abstained, as he had not attended the May 6 Meeting.  

The Motion was approved. 

 

4. Public Communications: 

a. Communications to the Board of Finance 
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Chairman Centofanti read aloud the letter of resignation from this Board 

sent by Member John Tabak, who is moving away from town later this 

month.  Chairman Centofanti expressed his regret at having to accept Mr. 

Tabak’s resignation and wished him well in the future.  This sentiment was 

echoed by all of the other Members of the Board. 

 

b. Public Input/Comments 

The only resident present had no initial comment/questions for the Board 

in this segment. 

 

5. Appointment of auditors for FY 2015 

Chairman Centofanti informed the Board Members that the Town is in final 

year of the current contract with Town Auditors Blum, Shapiro.  The Town will 

address a new contract with the selection of an auditing firm for future years 

later this year.  The Town of Haddam Charter requires that the Board of 

Finance annually approve the official appointment of the auditing firm by 

May 31.  This appointment would be for work to be done for and the 

completion of the next (2014-2015) 2015 Audit before December 31, 2015. 

Vice Chairman Fredericksen made the Motion seconded by Ms. DeBold to 

officially approve appointing the Auditing Firm of Blum, Shapiro to complete 

the 2015 Audit.  The Motion was approved unanimously. 

 

6. Review of 2014-2015 Budget 

Financial Budget Status Reports - Chairman Centofanti reported on the status 

of finances within the [current] 2014-2015 Budget using the Expenditures 

Report that had been distributed at the May 6, 2015 Budget Meeting.  

Chairman Centofanti stated that some lines that have been overspent can 

be balanced within the individual department budgets with lines where there 

is excess money that will not be spent before the end of the fiscal year.  The 

department budgets where the bottom line total is overspent would be 

addressed by other departments’ budgets with under spent lines.  It was also 

noted that the Contingency Fund had not yet been touched and can be 

used to respond to any budgets where the bottom line total has been 

overspent.  The Board is aware that some adjustments will have to be made 

at the end of 2014-2015. 

 

There was a brief discussion of future plans for software updates/upgrades 

the Town will need.  The State of Connecticut’s possible involvement in 

making towns’ software programs more uniform was also briefly discussed. 

 

105 Bridge Road Property Sale proceeds - Chairman Centofanti reminded the 

Board Members that the Town has sold the 105 Bridge Road property.  A 

portion of the proceeds has been put into an escrow account for future 

ecological property clean up work costs that the new owners may incur.  First 

Selectman Schlag had informed the Board at the April 13 Meeting that the 

Town had received over $200,000 net from the sale of the property.  There 

had been a discussion at that Meeting regarding eventual purposes for the 

proceeds and in which fund the proceeds should be held temporarily until 
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the Town decides how best to use the money.  At that Meeting, several of the 

2015-2016 proposed Budget lines, including the Debt Service fund budget, 

were still to be discussed and determined.  Tonight, with the 2015-2016 

Budget work completed [and the Budget’s final approval pending the 

taxpayer/resident vote at the May 20 Town Meeting], Chairman Centofanti 

proposed that the property sale proceeds should be transferred from the 

present placement within the General Fund to the Debt Service Fund until the 

Town Boards decide how the money should be used in the future.  

Vice Chairman Fredericksen made the Motion seconded by Mr. Kapitulik to 

approve the recommendation to [omit: “transfer”] directly record the net 

proceeds [well in excess of $200,000] received from the Town’s sale of the 105 

Bridge Road property [omit: “from the General Fund”] to the Debt Service 

Fund to hold until the purpose for the money is decided.  The Motion was 

approved unanimously. 

 

7. Selectmen’s Requests 

There were no selectmen’s requests presented for the Board’s attention at 

this Meeting. 

 

8. Old Business 

a. Proposed 2015-2016 Budget – The Board discussed various issues 

related to the proposed 2015-2016 Budget and the Town Meeting 

called to approve that Budget.  Board Members expressed concerns 

about some Budget-related issues that had been expressed by the 

public at the May 6 Public Meeting and had been considered by the 

Board at previous Meetings; several issues were discussed briefly. 

 

The Board Members also discussed the Board of Education/RSD #17 

2015-2016 budget that had apparently been narrowly voted down at 

the May 5 referendum.  There is a recount scheduled for each town to 

be completed the following week.  Depending on the outcomes of 

the Haddam and Killingworth recounts, the Board of Education will 

have to meet again to adjust totals within its budget, as needed to 

reflect the voters’ mandate for a smaller budget.  It was noted that the 

RSD #17 budget approved total will have an affect on the bottom line 

total of Haddam’s total 2015-2016 Budget.  The Board Members 

discussed various options for dealing with the [unknown] final school 

budget total and ways the Board can plan for the approval of the 

Town Budget and their required setting the actual Mill Rate amount 

when there is an unknown total for the school budget and an as yet 

unidentified time line for the school budget’s re-vote and approval.  It 

is understood by this Board that by the Town of Haddam Charter the 

Board must set the Mill Rate within 5 days after the Town Budget has 

been approved. 

 

The Board talked about the plan for the Budget Town Meeting 

scheduled for May 20 and discussed the order they would prefer to 

have the scheduled items voted on and approved at that town 
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meeting, i.e.,1) Town Budget, 2)Capital Projects, 3) Carry Forwards 

beyond 3 years. 

 

9. New Business 

a. Introduction/Discussion of any Town activities/matters 

There was no new business presented or discussed. 

b. Other items 

There were no other items discussed. 

 

10. Public Comment 

Resident Ed Munster asked the Board to clarify several points regarding their 

discussion about addressing overspent lines in the current budget.  Mr. 

Munster also suggested that Mr. Tabak should officially present his letter of 

resignation to the Town Clerk.  He urged this from his experience/knowledge 

of previous Town board members’ resignations, as it will ensure that the 

proper protocol will be followed, allowing a timely reaction by the 

appropriate town political party’s committee to meet and select a 

replacement for Mr. Tabak to serve on this Board.  There should also be 

communication between the Board Chair and the party suggesting whether 

the new selected Member would be considered as a Full Member, or as an 

Alternate with a current Alternate Member selected to become a Full 

Member.  The Board thanked Mr. Munster for these suggestions. 

 

11. Adjournment 

Vice Chairman Fredericksen made the Motion seconded by Mr. Kapitulik to 

adjourn the Meeting.  The Motion was approved unanimously.  The Meeting 

was adjourned at 7:48 PM.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara D. Galloway 

Recording Secretary/Clerk 
 


