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Town Of Haddam 

BOARD OF FINANCE 

Regular Meeting 

Town Office Building Annex 

Monday, June 08, 2015 

Unapproved MINUTES 

 

In attendance: Chairman Joseph Centofanti, Vice Chairman Harlan 

Fredericksen; Members: Marjorie DeBold, David Kapitulik, and John Tabak; 

Alternates Cheryl Haase and Joanne Nesti 

Not in Attendance: Member John Bosco and Alternate James Bucko 

Staff in Attendance: Barbara Bertrand, Town Financial Director and Barbara 

Galloway, Recording Secretary 

First Selectman Melissa Schlag was also present. 

 

Chairman Centofanti called the Meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
 

1. The Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

2. Seating of Alternates  

Vice Chairman Fredericksen made the Motion seconded by Ms. DeBold to 

seat Ms. Haase for Mr. Bosco and Ms. Nesti into the open position.  The Motion 

was approved unanimously. 

 

3, Filling of vacant Board position 

Vice Chairman Fredericksen made the Motion seconded by Ms. DeBold to 

recommend to the Board of Selectmen the appointment of Alternate Member 

Cheryl Haase to the Full Member position left open by Mr. Tabak’s resignation.  

The Motion was approved unanimously. 

 

4. Correction/Approval of the Minutes of the May 11, 2015 Regular Meeting 

and May 20, 2015 Budget Meetings 

May 11, 2015Regular Meeting Minutes – Chairman Centofanti stated that the 

wording of the final Motion made at the May 11 Meeting (page 3), regarding 

the proceeds of the 105 Bridge Road property sale, had not precisely 

reflected the discussion that the Board had had that evening and the 

wording in the Minutes had given the wrong impression of the Board’s 

intentions re: the money.  At that Meeting, the Board had actually made the 

Motion to directly record to the Debt Service Fund the monies received by 

the Town for the 105 Bridge Road property sale.  It had been misstated in the 

May 11 Minutes that the Motion was to transfer the funds from the General 

Fund to the Debt Service Fund.   

Vice Chairman Fredericksen made the Motion seconded by Ms. Haase to 

make the correction to the May 11, 2015 Minutes to show that actually the 

Motion was to directly record to the Debt Service Fund the proceeds from the 

sale of the 105 Bridge Road property and to correct in the original Minutes’ 

Motion the wording regarding the Board’s intention to transfer those funds; 
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also, recognizing that one correction, to approve as amended the May 11, 

2015 Minutes.  The Motion was approved unanimously. 

 

May 20, 2015 Budget Meeting Minutes – Board Members expressed 

discomfort with a specific term used in several places in the May 20 Minutes 

regarding the Board’s discussion of questions asked by the public at the May 

20 Town Meeting about several potential personnel changes (Page 1, #3) 

that could effect the Town Budget and/or the efficient running of day-to-day 

Town business.  They discussed the wording and its intent/perception in this 

case, and deemed it acceptable.   

Vice Chairman Fredericksen made the Motion seconded by Mr. Kapitulik to 

approve as printed the May 20, 2015 Budget Meeting Minutes.  The Motion 

was approved unanimously. 

 

5. Public Communications: 

a. Communications to the Board of Finance 

There were no Board of Finance-related communications presented for 

the Board attention. 

 

b. Public Input/Comments 

All in regard to the May 11 Bridge Road Motion: Resident Ed Schwing 

expressed concern about placing large sums of money into a specific 

fund or account without the approval of the public at a town meeting.   

Resident Mark Lundgren echoed his concern about the “transfer” of more 

than $20,000 without use of what might be considered the proper 

procedure.  Town Attorney Michael Welles also spoke to the perceived 

transfer of funds without use of what he considered to be the proper 

procedure/authorization. 

 

6. Review of updated 2014-2015 Financial Budget Status Reports 

Ms. Bertrand reviewed with the Board Members the Budget Status Reports 

distributed at the beginning of the Meeting.  She noted several areas in which 

departments/agencies were overspent (i.e., Public Works Snow Removal) 

and where budget adjustments will have to be made at the end of June.  

She also pointed out several departments/agencies for which all fiscal year 

bills had yet to be received (i.e., Police), but generally saw no unexpected 

and/or disturbing entries or trends. 

 

7. Selectmen’s Requests 

There were no Selectmen’s Requests presented for the Board’s attention. 

 

8. Old Business 

There was no old business reviewed at this meeting. 

 

9. New Business 

a. Introduction/Discussion of any Town activities/matters 

There were no Town activities introduced for discussion. 
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b. Other items 

The Board Members briefly discussed the earlier concerns expressed by 

members of the public and Town attorney re: what could be 

perceived to be the proper/correct procedure for positioning the 

proceeds from the Bridge Road property sale.  It had been agreed 

earlier in the Meeting that there should be a meeting including 

Chairman Centofanti, First Selectman Schlag, and Town Attorney 

Welles to review the state statutes and Town Charter provisions 

Attorney Welles had cited that he believed were related to this 

situation and information that Chairman Centofanti could share.  

Chairman Centofanti told the Board that he knows of no state statutes 

and/or Town Charter provisions that pertain to the Board’s May 11 

action in this case.  Board Members asked if the Town auditors should 

be consulted regarding this issue, but First Selectman Schlag noted 

that when she had conferred with the auditing firm, it had deferred to 

the Town attorney for an opinion in this matter.   

 

It was agreed that the Board Members will revisit the issue re: the May 

11 Motion and the positioning of the Bridge Road property sale funds 

once the above-noted meeting has taken place so that they can 

discuss the meeting outcomes and any next steps. 

 

10. Public Comment 

Resident Ed Schwing and Mark Lundgren both again noted their concerns 

about the Motion that had been made at the May 11 Meeting regarding the 

proceeds from the Bridge Road property sale. 

 

11. Adjournment 

Vice Chairman Fredericksen made the Motion seconded by Mr. Kapitulik to 

adjourn the Meeting.  The Motion was approved and the Meeting was 

adjourned at 7:54. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara D. Galloway 


