
Selectmen’s Meeting – May 22, 2013 
 
DeStefano opened the meeting at 7:00 P.M. at the TH.  Duval and Donlan were present. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Acceptance of Minutes – May 8, 2013:  Donlan moved to approve the minutes as submitted. 
Duval made a correction under Reports Senior Center Manager.  The first word should be they, not the. 
Donlan corrected his motion to read to approve the minutes as amended.  Approved unanimously.  
 
Reports – Committee of Civic Pride:  This committee was started after the 350th anniversary.  A group of 
young people came to the First Selectman and stated they wanted to produce a flag for the town.  
DeStefano asked the committee to go out and talk to civic groups (i.e. veterans, EDC, Historical Society, 
Haddam Neck Spirit, etc.) to have them look at the proposed flag and see what they thought.  The 
committee is getting endorsements from several organizations.  DeStefano contacted the town attorney 
to see what the next step in the process would be.  The town attorney stated the BOS can adopt the 
flag. DeStefano stated he will ask the committee to come back with the endorsements and a BOS 
Meeting will be held to approve the proposed flag.  They have flags made up, using their own money, to 
promote the process and should be reimbursed when the flag is accepted. 
   
Regional District #17 – Board of Education Report:  None at this time. 
 
Correspondence – Ed Vynalek:  Ed Vynalek was present to discuss a meeting that was held on April 15th, 
2013 by the Planning & Zoning Commission, regarding a proposed road change plus approval of eight to 
nine additional lots at the Brookline Forest Phase II Subdivision on Gunger Hill Road.  P&Z approved the 
subdivision with a few stipulations. One is to have an emergency road, which was abandoned, not paved 
and widen it and use it for emergencies only.  In response to this, the developer will enhance Gunger Hill 
road.  The neighbors are upset the emergency road was approved and they feel that the road may have 
to be opened in the future because of traffic concerns.  The option for a traffic study was entertained by 
P&Z did not approve.   Vynalek also stated the P&Z meeting was closed and didn’t allow the public to 
speak on this issue and they made their decision.  Donlan asked what the BOS could do about the traffic 
situation. DeStefano answered “nothing” because it has already been approved the P&ZC and there is 
no issue at this time.  Vynalek feels the BOS can recommend having a traffic study done.  DeStefano 
recommends the BOS can watch this issue very carefully and if anything changes, a traffic study would 
certainly be done at that time.  DeStefano will ask the Town engineer and the Asst. Director of Public 
Works to look at the issue of putting in another stop sign on Little City Road and also another stop sign 
at the end of Schuler Road.  
 
Additions/Transfers:  None. 
 
Tax Refunds:  Donlan moved to approve the following refund. 
Darcie R. Rich - $15.75 on a supplemental motor vehicle. – Excess payment. 
 
Resignations:  None. 
 
Appointments – Brainerd Memorial Library:  The BOS received a request from the Trustees of the 
Brainerd Memorial Library to appoint Billie Jean Noonan to fill a position.  The expiration date will be 
June 30, 2014.  Duval moved to appoint her.  Approved unanimously. 



 
Old Business – Elderly Tax Relief Program:  DeStefano stated that when he first came into office the 
BOS looked at this program and put together a committee for recommendations. The committee failed 
to provide any meaningful results.  The beginning of this term of office the BOS looked at the limit of 
income, which was $50,000. After reviewing the appeals, it was decided by the BOS that the income 
requirement should be raised to $55,000.  The BOS went to the BOF and requested them 
to increase the threshold to $55,000. This increase has been approved in the 2013 – 2014 budget. 
Duval moved to authorize the First Selectman to implement the change from $50,000 - $55,000.    
Approved unanimously. 
    
New Business – Mil Rate:  DeStefano announced the new Mil Rate, beginning July 1, 2013 will be 29.48. 
 
Public Comments: - None. 
 
Duval moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 P.M.  Approved unanimously. 
 
                                                     Minutes taken by – Alice Zanelli 


