
TOWN OF HADDAM 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
COMMUNITY CENTER 

7 CANDLEWOOD HILL ROAD, HIGGANUM 
WEDNESDAY, 26 AUGUST 2015 

UNAPPROVED MINUTES 
Subject to Approval by the Commission 

 
 
ATTENDANCE 

X Walter Bragoni, Vice Chairman 

A Ian Gibson 

X Mardi Hanson-d’Alessandro 

X Gail Reynolds, Chairman 

A Tom Worthley 

X Liz West Glidden, Town Planner 

X Bunny Hall Batzner, Recording Clerk 

  

 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
Mrs. Reynolds called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. 
 
2. Attendance 
 
Attendance was taken. 
 
3. Approval of Agenda 
 
MOTION:  Mardi Hanson moved to approve the 26 August 2015 agenda as submitted.  Walter Bragoni 
second.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
4. Approval of Minutes 
 
Correction to the 24 June 2015 minutes:  page 2, first paragraph, fourth line – change “assistance” to 
“assistant”. 
 
MOTION:  Walter Bragoni moved to approve the 24 June 2015 minutes as amended.  Mardi Hanson 
second.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
5. Public Comment 
 
None. 
 
6. Old Business 
 
a. Open Space 
 
Geo-Referencing of Conservation Easements – Mrs. Reynolds reported that Manon LeFevre, intern, 
has almost completed mapping out the easements as well as creating a layer showing all the parcels that 
have conservation easements granted to the town.  Mrs. Glidden asked if it would be a layer that could be 
added to the town’s GIS (once available will send to Tighe and Bond to be added to the system). 
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Mrs. Reynolds asked Mrs. Glidden if there have been any additional easements granted to the town since 
2012.  Mrs. Glidden stated that it has been slow, but did note that the Eddinger subdivision, on the 
Beaver Meadow Road side, did grant an easement.  A brief discussion followed as to why an easement 
was granted rather than donating the land to the Haddam Land Trust. 
 
Mrs. Reynolds stated that once she receives the layer from Ms. LeFevre, she would like to work with 
Scott Brookes, Town Clerk, and/or Ann Riebold, Assistant Town Clerk, in obtaining electronic copies of all 
documentation pertaining to the easements and perhaps place it into a book to accompany a map.  Mrs. 
Glidden stated that she will email Mrs. Reynolds the maps that have come in over the last two years.  
Mrs. Reynolds stated that she would like the easement language.  Discussion followed in regard to the 
lack of connection between the language being noted on the subdivision maps, but not on the deeds. 
 
Ms. Hanson asked Mrs. Reynolds if funds would be needed to create the book she mentioned earlier in 
the meeting.  Mrs. Reynolds stated it’s unclear at this time. 
 
Mrs. Reynolds reported that there is a 120 acre parcel owned by Joyce Moody (next to Bill Cowen, Tinker 
Road) that she would like to sell.  Mrs. Reynolds stated that the property is beautiful and is in a perfect 
place to be preserved.  Mrs. Reynolds reported that Mr. Cowen has advised the state that the parcel is 
available and Ms. Moody would like to sell it, but doesn’t necessarily need to be developed.  Mrs. Glidden 
noted that the open space grants will not be available again for another year, but she did offer her 
support. 
 
b. Budget 
 
Mrs. Reynolds reported that the Commission has been given $1,000 for the 2015-2016 budget year. 
 
c. Emerald Ash Borer Tagging – Follow Up 
 
Mrs. Reynolds reported that she has nothing new to report at this time. 
 
7. New Business 
 
a. Haddam Neck Fair  
 
Mrs. Reynolds reported that the Haddam Land Trust will have their booth at the fair; and if anyone would 
like to help, it would be appreciated.  A brief discussion followed in regard to scheduling. 
 
b. Communications/Publications/Correspondence 
 
None. 
 
8. Land Use Dept. Report 
 
Land Use Dept. and Building Dept. Merger – Mrs. Glidden reported that the two departments have 
merged and the communication between the two departments is much better. 
 
Be Free Solar – Mrs. Glidden reported that there have been some problems with Be Free doing their 
inspections and a meeting has been held in an attempt to work things out.  Mrs. Glidden stated that the 
problem is mostly communication issues.  Mrs. Glidden reported that Fern Tremblay, Building Official, has 
the opportunity to designate a third party inspector (part-time building officials in other towns).  Mrs. 
Glidden made it clear that the work Be Free has performed is excellent. 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Meeting, Wednesday, 30 September 2015, Haddam Neck – Mrs. Glidden 
reported that a meeting is scheduled to discuss the wildlife management plan for Silvio Conte. 
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Annelli Subdivision, Meadowood, Haddam Neck – Mrs. Glidden reported that the 11 lot subdivision 
(no lots had been sold) has been purchased by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Association.  Mrs. Glidden 
stated that she believes it will be designated a bird sanctuary. 
 
Town Documents to be Digitized – Mrs. Glidden reported that there are funds in the budget to digitize 
documents and the plan is to start with well and septic permits, certificates of occupancy, inspection slips, 
etc.  Mrs. Glidden is working on a Request for Proposals (RFP) for scanning the documents in and would 
like to have the documents compatible with the town’s GIS in order for individuals to see the information 
pertaining to each parcel.  Mrs. Reynolds asked if there were plans for having the deeds accessible 
through the internet.  Mrs. Glidden stated she was unaware of any plans to do so at this time. 
 
Bridge Replacement Project, Higganum Center – Mrs. Glidden reported that the project is on schedule 
and the hope is that Arborio Construction will finish up enough of their work to open up Depot Road 
before Christmas. 
 
Higganum Cove, Public Appreciation Day – Mrs. Glidden reported that on Saturday, 3 October 2015 
there will be a public appreciation day for the Cove.  Mrs. Glidden reported that she has viewed the site 
and EPA has done a wonderful job. 
 
Salmon River Committee – Mrs. Reynolds reported that the committee will meet on Thursday, 27 
August 2015 and will attend.  Mrs. Reynolds stated that the committee is officially and financially under 
the Connecticut Environmental Review Team. 
 
Anytime Fitness Center – Mr. Bragoni asked if the Anytime Fitness Center would be moving forward.  
Mrs. Glidden stated no, noting that the buyer was willing to retain the house, but a contractual issue with 
the seller and the sale was not complete.  A brief discussion followed in regard to the demolition delay 
ordinance with Mrs. Glidden noting that it applies to approximately 350 properties. 
 
9. Adjournment 
 
MOTION: Walter Bragoni moved to adjourn.  Mardi Hanson second.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Bunny Hall Batzner 

 

Bunny Hall Batzner 
Recording Clerk 
 
 
 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 30 September 2015. 


