
TOWN OF HADDAM 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

COMMUNITY CENTER 
7 CANDLEWOOD HILL ROAD, HIGGANUM 

REGULAR MEETING 
Wednesday, 29 May 2013 

Unapproved Minutes 
Subject to Approval by the Commission 

 
 

ATTENDANCE 

X Walter Bragoni, Vice Chairman 

X Mardi Hanson-d’Alessandro 

X Gail Reynolds, Chairman 

A Debbie Umba 

X Tom Worthley (7:18 p.m.) 

X Bunny Hall Batzner, Recording Clerk 

  

  

  

  

 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
Mrs. Reynolds called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.  
 
2.  Attendance 
 
Attendance was taken. 
 
3. Approval of Agenda 
 
MOTION:  Mardi Hanson made a motion to approve the agenda as submitted.  Walter Bragoni 
seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
4. Approval of Minutes 
 
MOTION:  Walter Bragoni made a motion to approve the 27 March 2013 minutes as submitted.  
Mardi Hanson seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
5. Public Comment 
 
None. 
 
6.  Old Business 
 
a) Open Space Planning 
 
Holly Drinkuth, Program Coordinator, Land Conservation, UConn Extension Service – Mrs. 
Reynolds reported she has spoken to Ms. Drinkuth who has provided her with an update to the 
CORI (Co-Occurring Resource Inventory) Program and gave advice on its use noting that the 
Town of Brooklyn incorporated this program into their Plan of Conservation and Development 
(POCD).  Mrs. Reynolds further reported that Ms. Drinkuth sent her links she worked on with the 
Town of Brooklyn; advised her on how to look at the landscape and different ways and/or group-
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ings to try; how too much data gets watered down and patterns aren’t visible; and how different 
overlays work.  Mrs. Reynolds noted that the Green Valley Institute, located in the northeast 
corner of Connecticut, is no longer funded.  
 
b) Right to Farm 
 
There is nothing new to report at this time. 
 
c) Budget 
 
Discussion followed in regard to the amount remaining in the Commission’s line item. 
 
d) Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD) Update 
 
Mrs. Reynolds reported that she had provided Liz Glidden, town planner, with the Commission’s 
information regarding this matter.  To date there has been no update from the Land Use Dept. 
 
e) Bike Rack – Update 
 
Ms. Hanson reported that she has spoken to Teri Everett, owner of Teri’s Package Store, and 
that Mrs. Everett is in favor of a concrete slab for the bike rack and would like it installed near the 
light pole.  Ms. Hanson also reported that members of the Economic Development Commission 
(EDC) are willing to install the bike rack and will contact the EDC to confirm their availability.    
 
Ms. Hanson reported she has located a nine (9) bike surface mount rack for $229 and end covers 
for $38.85.  A brief discussion followed in regard to the purchase of concrete as well. 
 
f) Reappointment – Mardi Hanson and Gail Reynolds – Follow-Up 
 
Mrs. Reynolds reported that she and Ms. Hanson have been reappointed by the Board of 
Selectmen (BOS) at their 17 April 2013 meeting and their terms will expire 1 May 2016. 
  
7. New Business 
 
a) Higganum Center Master Plan 
 
Mrs. Reynolds reported that an introductory meeting was held and at that time it was determined 
that this group will be a subcommittee of the Planning & Zoning Commission (P&Z) allowing the 
master plan to be included within the POCD.  Mrs. Reynolds further reported that members were 
tasked to consider what they might want from a master plan.  Mrs. Reynolds stated she informed 
the group that the Commission would not like invasive species planted or channelized brooks and 
that they would like minimal interference with natural resources.  Mrs. Reynolds believes the mas-
ter plan will consist of a new design of what the village zone will be as well as new village regula-
tions. 
 
Mrs. Reynolds noted that Liz Glidden, town planner, ran the meeting and that the following were 
in attendance Marge DeBold, Walt Zilahy, P&Z chairman, Dan Dachelet, EDC, Jeremy DeCarli, 
Wetlands commissioner and River COG, and a member of Higganum Village Group (HVG) and 
Main Street Program.  
 
Mrs. Reynolds reported that the next meeting is scheduled for July (no specific date given) and as 
more information is obtained, it will be forwarded to the Commission. 
 
Mr. Bragoni asked if the master plan is part of the Higganum Vision Group (HVG).  Mrs. Reynolds 
stated it was something HVG pushed for, but it’s now an official subcommittee of the town.  
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b) Communications/Publications/Correspondence 
 
Mrs. Reynolds reviewed the following letters from Jim McHutchison, dated 23 May 2013, in 
regard to two parcels of property located in Haddam Neck. 
 
1) Propose the town make available for sale to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) a 
seven (7) acre parcel (Assessor’s Map #10, Lot #23) located in the Salmon River section.  This 
parcel is contiguous with the 298 acre Johnson Preserve, USFWS, and would become part of the 
Silvio O. Conte National Fish & Wildlife Refuge.  
 
After review of the letter and maps pertaining to this item, discussion followed.  The Commission 
felt the sale of the parcel would be beneficial to the Town as it would become a part of the Refuge 
and would provide annual revenue sharing. 
 
MOTION:  Gail Reynolds made a motion to approve the drafting of a letter to Paul DeStefano, 
first selectman, and Liz Glidden, town planner, recommending the sale of the town owned seven 
(7) acre parcel (Assessor’s Map #10, Lot #23) located in Haddam Neck to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, if the Town of Haddam has no plans for the parcel.  Mardi Hanson seconded.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
  
2) Proposed the town make up the difference ($175,000) between the appraised value and the 
asking price of the Meadowood Subdivision off of Rock Landing Road, Haddam Neck.  The 
USFWS has approached A & S Developers in regard to purchasing the subdivision; however, 
USFWS is limited to the appraised Yellow Book value.   
 
Discussion followed in regard to the appraisal and asking price shortage; the Commission being 
in favor of not having a subdivision located in the area; the possibility of the developer agreeing to 
short sale and taking the tax deduction; and the exploration of other options such as the town 
negotiating with the Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge to come up with their share 
of the money, eliminating the subdivision while setting aside two lots for future sale (possible 
commercial lot for a small grocery store similar to the Gristmill) to recover part of the cash (split 
cash proportionately). 
 
8.  Land Use Dept. Report 
 
Mrs. Batzner reported that P&Z will be hearing a request for zone change at 200 Burr Road on 
Monday, 3 June 2013.  
 
9.  Adjournment 
 
MOTION: Tom Worthley made a motion to adjourn. Mardi Hanson seconded.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Bunny Hall Batzner 

 
Bunny Hall Batzner, Recording Clerk 
 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 26 June 2013. 


