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ATTENDANCE 

A Walter Bragoni, Vice Chairman 

X Mardi Hanson-d’Alessandro 

X Gail Reynolds, Chairman 

X Debbie Umba 

X Tom Worthley 

X Bunny Hall Batzner, Recording Clerk 

  

  

  

  

 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
Mrs. Reynolds called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  
 
2.  Attendance 
 
Attendance was taken. 
 
3. Approval of Agenda 
 
MOTION:  Mardi Hanson made a motion to approve the agenda as submitted.  Tom Worthley 
seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
4. Approval of Minutes 
 
Correction to the 28 August 2013 minutes: page 2, d) Bicycle (Bike) Rack – Update, first line – 
change “order” to “ordered”.   
 
MOTION:  Tom Worthley made a motion to approve the 28 August 2013 minutes as amended.  
Deb Umba seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
5. Public Comment 
 
There wasn’t any public present. 
 
6.  Old Business 
 
a) Open Space Planning 
 
Geospatial Referencing of the Conservation Easements – There was nothing new to report at 
this time. 
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Eighty-Seven (87) Acres (former Walkley Heights Subdivision Property) – Mrs. Reynolds 
reported that there’s a “For Sale” sign on the property that was formerly a part of the failed land 
swap.  Discussion followed in regard to protecting the parcel; the town not being staffed to handle 
conserved land; the Haddam Land Trust being the entity to obtain the property as they own an 
abutting parcel; and the Conservation Commission opening the conversation with the sellers (Mr. 
Worthley stated he would be willing to open the conversation with the sellers). 
 
Conservation Plan – Mrs. Reynolds reported that Bill Cowan, president, Haddam Land Trust, 
expressed interest in partnering with the development of the Conservation Plan and this topic 
may be discussed further at the Land Trust’s next meeting. 
 
Community Forestry Grant – Mrs. Reynolds reported she was in receipt of information pertain-
ing to a community forestry grant.  A brief discussion followed in regard to the meaning of a 
community forest (municipally owned) and a property in town that may fall under this category.  
Mr. Worthley suggested looking at the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) in regard to 
funding as there are a variety of programs offered.   
 
b) Right to Farm 
 
Mrs. Umba reported that she has contacted Joan Nichols, director of member relations and 
community outreach, Connecticut Farm Bureau, but has not heard back from her.  Mrs. Umba 
also reported that she’s been reading other towns’ policies and in particular Coventry’s.  Discus-
sion followed in regard to why towns need to address this matter when the Right to Farm has 
been a state law since the middle of the 1980s; protecting farmland soils; and the benefit in 
designating farmland soils as these properties may be eligible for federal farm and ranch land 
protection.  Mrs. Reynolds stated she feels the designation of farmland soils should be pursued. 
Mrs. Umba also reported that she had left a message in regard to designating farmland soils for 
Debbie Surabian, a state soil scientist, but has not followed up (will do so).  Discussion followed 
in regard to a state official having to apply for this designation.  Mrs. Umba will speak to Mrs. 
Glidden in regard to this matter. 
 
Agricultural Commission - Mrs. Reynolds reported that within the past few months Joan Nichols, 
Connecticut Farm Bureau, and Janice Ehlemeyer, community resource planner, River COG, were 
going to start a commission for the towns within their purview and that she believes they are still 
trying to form this commission.  Mrs. Reynolds further reported that John Halfinger, Halfinger 
Farms, Higganum, was to be the town’s representative.  
 
c) Budget 
 
Mrs. Reynolds reported that she needs to speak to Liz Glidden, town planner, in regard to the 
Commission’s membership into the Connecticut Association of Conservation and Inland Wetlands 
Commissions (CACIWC).  After review of the budget runoff, it appears as if the dues have been 
paid. 
 
d) Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD) Update 
 
There was nothing new to report at this time. 
 
e) Bicycle (Bike) Rack – Update 
 
Mrs. Batzner reported that the paperwork has been submitted for the purchase order; and once 
the purchase order is issued, the rack will be ordered. 
 
f) Higganum Center Master Plan 
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Mrs. Reynolds reported that she was unable to attend the August meeting and that Mr. Bragoni 
may not have been able to attend as well as he did not provide a report from the meeting.  Mrs. 
Reynolds stated that another meeting will be held on Thursday, 09.26.2013. 
 
Wood Chip Heating Systems – Mrs. Reynolds reported that she had spoken to Paul DeStefano, 
first selectman, in regard to wood chip heating systems and advised him to speak to Mr. Worthley 
more fully about this matter.  Mr. Worthley reported that Mr. DeStefano tentatively invited him to 
speak to the selectmen’s’ group that meets with the Council of Governments about local wood 
product opportunities in general.   
 
7. New Business 
 
a) Communications/Publications/Correspondence 
 
The latest edition of the CACIWC newsletter was distributed. 
 
Mrs. Umba reported that she would like to attend the Center for Land Use Education and 
Research’s (CLEAR) classes being offered at the UConn Extension Center, Haddam.  Mrs. 
Reynolds offered to reimburse Mrs. Umba for the cost of the classes through the Commission’s 
funds. 
 
Mrs. Umba voiced interest in how to open dialog with other towns in regard to the Lower Connec-
ticut River Valley Trail map being an economic development tool.  A brief discussion followed.  
Mrs. Reynolds will present the matter to the River COG.   
 
8.  Land Use Dept. Report 
 
Mrs. Batzner reported on the following:  a business will be opening in the former Teri’s Package 
Store building; the tattoo parlor appears to be doing well; the road work for the former Duane 
Brookes property, Tylerville, has begun; Saybrook Road, LLC has submitted paperwork for a 
fixed assessment for property just south of Haddam Pizza; and P&Z will be holding two public 
hearings – 1) site plan review for retail/office building development at the former Eco-Tourism 
Center property and 2) special permit to allow a bed and breakfast inn with six (6) bedrooms at 
the Nehemiah Brainerd House Bed and Breakfast.   
 
9.  Adjournment 
 
MOTION:  Deb Umba made a motion to adjourn.  Mardi Hanson seconded.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Bunny Hall Batzner 

 
Bunny Hall Batzner, Recording Clerk 
 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 30 October 2013. 


