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1.  Call to Order 
 
Mr. Fortuna called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. 
 
2.  Attendance 
 
Attendance was taken.  
 
3.  Approval of Agenda 
 
The Commission approved the agenda as submitted. 
 
4. Public Comments 
 
None. 
 
5. Old Business 
 
a. Swing Bridge Centennial – Follow Up 
 
Mr. Fortuna distributed copies of all the correspondence he’s received to date in regard to this 
event. 
 
Mr. Bergin reported that he’s in touch with Pete Simmons, East Haddam EDC Coordinator, and 
the DOT coordinator in regard to permits for the event.  Mr. Bergin also reported that he has con-
firmed that only one permit holder is required; and as East Haddam is the primary organizer, it 
makes sense that East Haddam be the permit applicant.  Discussion followed.   
 
Mr. Bergin discussed the purchase and installation of the bunting on the bridge.  Goodspeed 
Station has offered to sell the bunting at wholesale.  Banners measure 3 feet x 6 feet and would 
like to install six banners in total.  Deadline to place order is 3 May.  A bucket truck is needed in 
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order to hang the banners.  Mrs. Batzner noted that the Public Works Dept. does not own a 
bucket truck. 
 
Mr. Begin further report there will be a procession from Haddam across the bridge (bridge closed 
for 15 minutes), speeches from the porch of the River House East Haddam side, games/activities 
for kids/adults, Goodspeed event, classic car show (Haddam side), stream train and riverboat 
rides, photo opportunities to photograph the bridge, and a flotilla (UCONN Cooperative Extension 
trying to pull this together). 
 
A brief discussion followed in regard to providing a coupon page from area businesses to be 
distributed to the participants of the classic car show.  Mr. Dachelet reported that he had email 
addresses for the Higganum businesses to notify them of this event. 
 
Mr. Bergin reported that the bridge has its own Facebook page that is administered by the East 
Haddam Historical Society. 
 
Discussion followed in regard to the use of funds for this event – bunting and port-o-lets.  Mr. Ber-
gin stated he had the feeling there was funding outside of EDC’s budget.  Mr. Fortuna stated he 
wasn’t aware of any outside funding. 
 
MOTION:  Peter Gillespie made a motion to allocate $123 for the Swing Bridge Centennial and to 
allow the Swing Bridge Centennial Committee to spend the funds at their discretion.  Dan 
Dachelet seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
b. Reappointments 
 
Joe Bergin and Mike Fortuna – Have been reappointed by the Board of Selectmen (BOS) at 
their 20 March 2013 meeting.  Their terms to expire 30 June 2016. 
 
c. Business Owners’ Meeting 
 
Mr. Dachelet reported that Andy Becker, attorney for Rolumco, will be making a presentation in 
regard to the proposed development of the Rossi property located at 300 Saybrook Road, 
Higganum.  The event will be held on Monday, 29 April, Community Center, 7 Candlewood Hill 
Road, Higganum, at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Mr. Dachelet stated he has emailed all business owners and will hand deliver invitations to this 
event to the business owners in Higganum proper.  Discussion followed in regard to notifying as 
many people as possible as it will be an economic driver for the entire town. 
 
d. CT Clean Energy Finance & Investment Authority (CEFIA), Commercial Property 
    Assessed Clean Energy (C-PACE) 
 
Mr. Fortuna distributed copies of the draft letter with attachments (C-PACE literature and contract) 
as discussed at the March meeting and reviewed with the Commission.  Mr. Fortuna reported that 
Ali Lieberman, CEFIA representative, advised him that CEFIA will work with municipalities to 
reimburse them for costs associated with joining this program such as software.  Currently there 
are 20 towns that have signed up for the program with Durham, Old Saybrook, Middletown, and 
Hartford being among them. 
 
Discussion followed in regard to attempting to set up a regional program; Ms. Lieberman’s offer to 
make a presentation to the BOS and River COG; each town having to sign up for the program 
individually not as a group; providing a copy of the letter to the BOS prior to their meeting for 
review; and discussing the program and recommending a formal presentation at a River COG 
meeting. 
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e. Lower Connecticut River Study 
 
Mr. Fortuna reported that he has received a copy of the study entitled “A Viewshed Model for the 
Lower Connecticut River and the Coastal Region”. 
 
f. Rolumco Project, Higganum Center (Rossi Property), 300 Saybrook Road – Update 
 
Mr. Fortuna stated Mr. Becker is looking at financing for the project and the bank asked about 
environmental conditions on the site. 
 
Mr. Gillespie asked who is sponsoring the meeting scheduled for Monday, 29 April.  Mr. Dachelet 
stated HVG is sponsoring with EDC supporting the meeting.  Discussion followed in regard to 
making the meeting a special EDC meeting.  Mr. Dachelet will speak to Mr. Becker to see if he 
has a problem with it being an EDC event. 
 
MOTION:  Mike Fortuna made a motion to set the 29 April 2013 meeting as a special joint 
meeting of the EDC and HVG subject to approval by Andy Becker.  Dan Dachelet seconded.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
    
g. Budget 
 
Mr. Fortuna distributed copies of a letter, dated 22 March 2013, he had written to Paul DeStefano, 
first selectman, and Georgia Emanuel, finance coordinator, in regard to EDC’s 2013-2014 budget 
requests.  Mr. Fortuna explained his requests and that the unofficial word is that the Board of 
Finance (BOF) did not approve the budget other than the grant writer coordinator’s line item.  Mr. 
Fortuna will contact Deb Olsen, BOF chairman, in regard to this matter. 
 
h. Higganum Sewer Project – Update 
  
Mr. Fortuna reported that until further information is received regarding the Rolumco project it’s 
difficult to recommend moving forward with the design. 
 
Mr. Fortuna reported that conversations with Mr. DeStefano in regard to the sewer line going up 
the rail bed have not been very optimistic and it’s unclear why at this time.  Mr. Fortuna will 
contact Mr. DeStefano in regard to this matter. 
 
i. Book Drop 
 
Mr. Fortuna and Mr. Dachelet to coordinate a time to relocate the book drop.  Mr. Fortuna 
reported that the library has someone who will paint the library’s logo on the book drop. 
 
7. New Business 
 
a. The Merchant House, Tylerville – Mr. Bergin asked if anyone knew if the Merchant House 
had gone out of business.  Mrs. Batzner reported that last winter the owners had gone away for 
the winter and that it may be the same this year. 
 
b. Gristmill Market – Mrs. Batzner reported that she has heard that the Gristmill Market will have 
new owners.  Mr. Dachelet stated he’s heard it’s a Vermont or New Hampshire based company 
and will offer pre-made prepared foods. 
 
7. Approval of Minutes 
 
MOTION:  Mike Fortuna made a motion to approve the 9 January 2013 minutes as submitted.  
Dan Dachelet seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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Correction to the 13 March 2013 minutes:  page 2, Plan of Conservation and Development 
(POCD) – Review – Workshop, first sentence - change “submitted his comments/recommenda-
tions to” to “discussed his comments with”. 
 
MOTION:  Mike Fortuna made a motion to approve the 13 March 2013 minutes as amended.  
Peter Gillespie seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
8. Announcement 
 
Farmers’ Market – Opening Day, Friday, 7 June 2013 
 
9. Adjournment 
 
MOTION:  Mike Fortuna made a motion to adjourn.  Peter Gillespie seconded.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
The meeting adjourned 8:09 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Bunny Hall Batzner 

 
Bunny Hall Batzner, Recording Clerk 
 
 
 
The Commission will hold a special meeting on Monday, 29 April 2013, at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 
The next regular meeting will be held on Wednesday, 8 May 2013, 7:00 p.m. 


