
Selectmen’s Meeting – June 19, 2013 
 
DeStefano called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. in the TH.  Duval and Dolan were present. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Acceptance of Minutes – May 22, 2013 and Special Meeting June 6, 2013:  Donlan moved to approve  
the minutes as submitted.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Reports – Animal Control Officer:  DeStefano stated the ACO continues to do a good job.  DeStefano 
stated he received a call from the First Selectman Laura Francis, Town of Durham, asking for his 
thoughts on regionalizing the ACO.  DeStefano asked Selectman Francis to send a recommendation. 
Resident Troopers:  The BOS received a report for the month of May.  The Sunoco Gas Station was 
robbed at knifepoint in the middle of the night.  They are working on leads to develop a suspect. 
They continue to do motor vehicle checks.  There were 176 m.v. infractions, 29 warnings, and 303 patrol 
checks.  There were no fatal accidents in Haddam in the month of May. 
Municipal Agent for the Elderly:  There were thirty “elderly friendly” chairs with arms that were 
purchased by the town.  More will be purchased in the next budget.  All units at the Haddam Elderly 
Housing Corporation’s High Meadow are full.   
Senior Center Manager:  An inventory at the center has been started and will be complete by 
June 30, 2013.  The new steam tray table for keeping hot foods at the correct temperature was installed 
in the kitchen. 
 
At this point in the meeting, Donlan moved to add to the agenda under Reports – Committee on Civic 
Pride and under Correspondence to add Elderly & Disabled Tax Relief Program.  Approved unanimously. 
Committee on Civic Pride:   Members of the committee were present to talk about endorsements they 
received from civic groups and explained what the details are of the flag.  The BOS commended the 
group for their time and work that went into this project.  It was felt that there should be publicity on 
the web site, the Haddam Bulletin and other newspapers.  The Board doesn’t feel there needs to be a 
Town Meeting, but should be a Public Hearing on this in mid-August. 
 
Regional District #17 – Board of Education Report:   None at this time. 
 
Correspondence – Neighborhood Assistant Act Tax Credit Application:  Ed Munster and Michael 
Battistoni, representatives for the First Congregational Church of Haddam, were present to ask the 
BOS to participate in the Neighborhood Assistance Act Tax Credit Program of the Connecticut Dept. of 
Revenue Services (DRS).  “This program is designed to provide funding for municipal and tax exempt 
organizations (including churches) by providing a corporate business tax credit for businesses that make 
contributions to these entities.  Businesses can receive a credit of 60% of their approved contribution to 
certain programs of 100% tax credit for energy conservation programs approved by the DRS.  This is a 
huge incentive for businesses to make such contributions.  There is no cost to the town.  By approving 
the project the Town of Haddam is verifying that the tax exempt organization does exist in Haddam and 
is in good standing.  The town will appoint a liaison who would be available should there be questions 
from the DRS about the project”.  After a brief discussion, Donlan moved to declare the First 
Congregation Church of Haddam is in good standing with the Town of Haddam and to submit the 
application to the DRS on behalf of the church.  Approved unanimously. 
Haddam Neck Spirit Requests:  Jim McHutchison from the Haddam Neck Spirit was present to 



discuss the purchase of the Meadowood Place Subdivision off Rock Landing Road at the entrance of 
Haddam Neck.  Mr. McHutchison stated “over the past several months the US Fish & Wildlife Service has 
approached A & S Developers of Meriden regarding the purchase of this property.  Through a since-
corrected flaw in the conservation subdivision regulations, this subdivision contains an excessive 11 
building lots.  It is substantially complete, but after several years no new structures have been built.  
With a cost of $16,232 per year to educate a child in Haddam, and the transportation back and forth to 
Haddam schools, it would be feasible to make an offer.  Mr. McHutchison said the Haddam Neck Sprit 
has been quite resourceful in its preservation efforts in Haddam Neck and they feel preserving land in 
Haddam Neck makes sense, given the cost of supporting new housing in such a remote location.  In this 
case the offer has already been made by the US Fish & Wildlife Service.  The town needs only to make 
up the difference before the opportunity goes away.  USF & WS has had the property appraised to 
Yellow Book standard, but their offer, which is limited to appraised value, is $175,000 short of the asking 
price. Mr. McHutchison said, “ it seems that the Town of Haddam would be well served if this difference 
were made up in one way or another”. 
     On another note, McHutchison, speaking for the Haddam Neck Spirit, proposed that the town make 
available for sale to USF&WS a 7 acre piece of land located in the Salmon River Section.  USF & WS will 
purchase any land within the Salmon River Acquisition Zone from a willing seller at fair market value as 
determined by Yellow Book standard appraisal subject to availability of funds.  Designated #23 on 
Assessor’s Map 10, this piece is contiguous with the 298 acre Johnson Preserve already purchased by 
the USF & WS and would become part of the Silvio O. Conte National Fish & wildlife Refuge.  There was 
a brief discussion and it was decided that the Haddam Neck Spirit would exhaust all other possible 
funding sources and come back to the BOs with a lesser number.  The BOS in turn will explore the 
availability of the other 7 acres US Wildlife may be interested in so that the BOS might use that as a 
discussion tool. The Board of Selectmen feels that in the face of tremendous financial challenges, 
$175,000 looms pretty large. 
   
Elderly & Disabled Tax Relief Program Appeals:  Currently, the Tax Relief Program’s limit is $50,000 to 
qualify.  Effective July 1, 2014, and on the Grand List of 2013, that limit will be raised to $55,000.  The 
BOS received two appeals, one in the amount of $52,696.80 and the other in the amount of $50,702.80. 
After a brief discussion, Duval moved to approve both of these appeals.  Approved unanimously.  A 
letter will be sent to the Assessor to make the changes. 
 
Additions/Transfers:  None at this time. 
 
Tax Refunds:  Duval moved to approve the following tax refunds. 
Stephan & Donna McAbee - $2,616.46 on real estate – excess payment. 
Michelle Lisitano - $34.43 on a motor vehicle – excess payment. 
Thomas J. Radzavich - $29.00 on real estate – excess payment. 
VW Credit Leasing LTD - $358.46 on a motor vehicle – excess payment. 
All of the above approved unanimously. 
 
Resignations:  None at this time. 
 
Appointments – Region II Mental Health Board:  Duval moved to appoint Michele Melanson to 
Serve as the Town of Haddam’s Representative to serve on the Region II Regional Mental Health Board, 
Inc. for a two-year term, to expire May 31, 2015.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Old Business:  None at this time. 



 
New Business – Award Fire Truck Bid:  Members of the Fire Dept., The Haddam Tanker 2-13 
Replacement Committee, were present to discuss the bids that were received.  Seven bids were sent out 
and two were received.  The first bid was received form KME Kovatch, Bull Dog Fire Apparatus, Inc. in 
the amount of $392,386.00.  The other bid was from US Tanker in the amount of $314,041.00 that 
includes a trade-in price of $18,000.  According to the committee US Tanker has met all of the bid specs 
requirements.  There was $325,000 allocated for this budget.  After a brief discussion, Duval moved to 
award the bid to US Tanker.  Approved unanimously. 
Award Chipping Bulky Waste Bid:  Eight bids were received.  Supreme Industries - $12, 500, 
EnviroCylcle, LLC - $14,300, Willimantic Waste Paper Co., Inc. - $12,993, Northeastern Clearing, Inc. - 
$9,000, Green Hills Recycling & Landscaping Products - $16,000, Running Brook Farms of Killingworth, 
LLC - $13,000 Option #2 - $26,000, Green cycle - $13,580 and Back Woods Construction - $5,800.  After a 
brief discussion, Duval moved to award the bid to Back Woods Construction.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Public Comments:  None at this time. 
 
Duval moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 P.M.  Approved unanimously. 
 
                                                           Minutes taken by – Alice Zanelli 
 
 


